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Nights of Nostalgia
What began as a promise quickly transformed into 

a living, pulsing celebration of memory, connection, 
and music – with Akon’s performances in Delhi and Mumbai far 
transcending a standard concert experience. These turned out to 
be once-in-a-generation moments — the kind that fuse nostal-
gia with present-day euphoria. The concert venues in both cities 
erupted with thunderous emotion as fans screamed the chorus 
of Akon’s most popular chartbusters; in what turned out to be a 
unique melange where the past and present collided beautifully, 
where the glow of mobile phone flashlights swayed as one, and 
where fans across generations created a city-wide chorus that 
reverberated long after the final note faded. 

These were shows built on emotion, memory and shared joy; 
but fuelled by precise engineering, rigorous preparation, and 
flawless technical execution. And behind the scenes, PP Sound 
Lights Productions orchestrated an operation of immense scale 

INTEGRATED TECHNICAL REINFORCEMENT: MUSIC CONCERT
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When global superstar Akon touched down in India for 

his long-anticipated multi-city tour in November 2025, 

excitement rippled through fan circles across the country. 

The announcement had sparked a wave of nostalgia 

— a reminder of the beats that defined the early 2000s 

and the voice that dominated playlists for more than a 

decade — but nothing quite prepared audiences for the 

overwhelming energy that unfolded at each of the concert 

venues; especially in New Delhi and Mumbai. 

Beneath the roar of the crowd, beneath the spectacle of 

lights and visuals, beneath the electrifying stage presence 

of Akon himself, lay the immense technical engine that 

turned the concerts into genuinely world-class experiences. 

And at the heart of that engine stood PP Sound Lights 
Productions – one of India’s leading and most trusted 

event equipment and technical services provider.
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ENGINEERING THE AKON EXPERIENCE
How PP Sound Lights Productions Powered Two Spectacular Nights of Akon’s 
high-energy performances in Delhi and Mumbai

and sophistication. Entrusted with delivering the entire technical reinforcement for both 
shows — including audio, lighting, LED display, trussing, staging, wireless systems and 
backline — the company rose to the challenge with a level of mastery that reflected 
years of experience and an unwavering commitment to excellence. 

“For us, the real story of the Akon India Tour is as much about the spectacle on stage 
as it is about the meticulously engineered foundation that brought the entire experi-
ence together,” reflects Prasad Parkar, Founder-Director of PP Sound Lights Produc-
tions. “What our team at PP Sound Lights Production delivered in New Delhi and Mum-
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bai was more than technical 
execution. It was a demonstra-
tion of discipline, understanding 
and craftsmanship. It showcased 
what is possible when a top-tier 
production house combines pre-
mium gear with a highly skilled 
team and a passion for delivering 
excellence without compromise. 
In an era where international art-
ists increasingly look to India as 
a preferred touring destination, 

these concerts stand as a remind-
er that the country’s live production 

capabilities are not just catching up 
with global expectations — they are 
meeting and surpassing them!” 

Planning for Perfection
The process began long before the first truck rolled into either venue; with 

team PP working closely with the organisers to internalise the artistic vision 
of the show. This involved understanding how Akon moves on stage, how 
he interacts with audiences, the emotional transitions between songs, the 
dynamics of supporting acts, and the essential arc of the performance. With 
this creative blueprint in hand, the team conducted extensive venue surveys 
in both New Delhi and Mumbai. 

Although separated by geography and atmosphere, the venues shared 
strikingly similar physical characteristics, especially in terms of layout, audi-
ence distribution, throw distances, and the long, rectangular footprint typical 
of large-format open-air concert grounds. This alignment allowed the PP 
engineering team to design a technically cohesive reinforcement strategy 
that could be executed consistently across both cities.

A Solid Foundation
Once the architectural parameters were settled, the focus turned to the 

stage environment itself. Both concerts featured an expansive performance 
stage framed by a robust trussing infrastructure, engineered with abso-
lute precision to support the lighting, LED, audio and scenic elements of 
the show. The overhead truss grid was carefully plotted to distribute load 

evenly, withstand wind variations, and support an ambitious 
lighting design without compromise. Every segment of the 
structure — from the main roof span to secondary trusses, 
delay structures, and ground-supported frames — was 
meticulously planned to guarantee both safety and perfor-
mance integrity.

Two Cities, Two Palettes, One Unforget-
table Visual Extravaganza

A defining aspect of the visual environment was the 
LED architecture. At both concerts, PP commissioned a 
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Stages in New Delhi and Mumbai featured stereo hangs of 13 Meyer Sound Panther modules per side, an end-fire gradient of 18 1100-LFC subwoofers delivered 
precise low-frequency, delay towers with Panther and 2100-LFC units ensured tonal consistency and DiGiCo Quantum 338 consoles and Shure Axient Digital 
systems completed a world-class setup for Akon’s India Tour

high-brightness 3.9 mm pixel-pitch outdoor LED wall as the central visual 
canvas positioned directly behind the performance area. This was comple-
mented by two auxiliary 2.6 mm pixel-pitch LED screens flanking the main 
display, creating a panoramic effect that beautifully framed the stage. To 
ensure that the massive audiences in each city had clear lines of sight, the 
team deployed strategically positioned iMag screens further into the audi-
ence areas. These displays eliminated the common issue of distant spectators 
feeling disconnected from the live performance, instead ensuring that every 
facial expression, every movement and every dramatic lighting cue reached 
all corners of the venue with immaculate clarity.

The lighting for both shows, though distinct in design, was equally 
immersive. In New Delhi, the visual palette was crafted through an exten-
sive deployment of fixtures from Martin Professional. More than a hundred 
luminaires shaped the performance space, bathing the stage in a blend of 
atmospheric washes, razor-sharp beams, intricate aerial sweeps and dynamic 
transitional cues. Mumbai, on the other hand, embraced the distinctive char-
acter of Claypaky, with a hundred-plus fixtures — featuring a mix of iconic 
beams, profiles and hybrid units — creating a look that was bold, crisp and 
full of visual drama. While the Delhi lighting embraced warmth and expan-
siveness, Mumbai leaned towards punchy contrasts and crystalline beam 
architecture. And despite the difference in fixture families, both cities shared 
one unifying control philosophy, driven through the grandMA3 full-size 
consoles which offered lighting control teams the capacity to operate with 
perfect synchronisation, weaving through complex timecoded sequences 
and live busked cues with finesse.

A Sonic Fiesta
And then came the sound — the element that could make or break a 

concert of this scale.
But for PP Sound Lights Production – this was akin to playing on home 

turf. Backed by a reputation for sculpting immersive soundscapes for every 
event that they work on, team PP drew on not just their reputation but also 
their unmatched work ethic and unparalleled technical prowess to deliver a 
sound reinforcement architecture that could easily rival international touring 
standards. And at the heart of the system sat the Meyer Sound Panther line 
array — a contemporary giant renowned for its exceptional power-to-weight 
ratio, immaculate tonal accuracy, and stunning long-throw capabilities. 

The performance stages in New Delhi and Mumbai were adorned with 
stereo hangs of thirteen Panther modules per side, creating a main PA that 

Prasad Parkar, Founder-Director 
of PP Sound Lights Productions
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was both powerful and remarkably controlled. These were complemented by 
three Panther modules per side deployed as outfill systems, ensuring consis-
tent coverage across the lateral audience zones. Four additional Panther units 
were positioned across the stage lip to deliver pristine frontfill coverage, tying 
the entire sonic image together.

The low-frequency experience was sculpted through eighteen 1100-LFC 
subwoofers arranged in an end-fire gradient configuration – an approach 
allowed the engineering team at PP Sound Lights Production to achieve 
tremendous forward low-frequency energy while dramatically reducing 
rearward spill onto the stage — a key requirement for vocal clarity during 
high-energy performances. 

As both venues spanned impressive longitudinal lengths to accommo-
date the throngs of crowds that gathered to watch Akon perform; team PP 
erected delay towers that each featured six Panther modules coupled with 
three 2100-LFC subwoofers, creating a supportive layer of tonally consistent 
reinforcement that extended effortlessly across the full depth of the audience 
area. The result was a listening experience that was astonishingly coherent, 
regardless of whether one stood at the barricade or beyond the half-way line.

Control of the entire audio environment rested with three units of the 
globally acclaimed DiGiCo Quantum 338 digital mixing console – two serving 
FOH and monitor positions and the third retained as a full redundant backup. 
Integrated through Optocore fibre networking, the consoles offered ultrafast 
routing, immaculate signal transport integrity, and the dynamic processing 
capabilities required for a show of Akon’s scale. 

Onstage, the artists relied on an incredibly solid and reliable RF Infra-
structure that spotlighted Shure’s Axient Digital wireless system with KSM8 
capsules for vocal transmission – chosen for their precision, reliability and re-
sistance to interference. Multiple channels of Sennheiser IEM systems ensured 

seamless monitoring for performers and musicians, while a carefully curated 
backline provided every instrument, amplifier, and peripheral essential to the 
artists’ technical riders.

Raising the Bar for Live Concert Production in India
“Across both New Delhi and Mumbai; all the technical elements fused into 

one coherent, powerful whole. The staging felt refined and secure. The visual 
presentation was captivating. The lighting carried emotion. The LED dis-
plays brought intimacy. And the sound — rich, clean, powerful and perfectly 
balanced — carried Akon’s voice and music across thousands of hearts with 
breathtaking accuracy. The audience felt the impact not only of the perfor-
mance, but of an impeccably engineered environment that elevated the con-
cert into a truly global-standard experience. And all of this was possible thanks 
to the vision, expertise and dedication of the incredibly talented team at PP 
Sound Lights Productions!” exclaimed a senior member of the artist manage-
ment team responsible for bringing the entire Akon India Tour together.

Akon may have been the star on stage, but the engineering brilliance 
behind the scenes ensured that every beat landed, every cue fired, and every 
moment became unforgettable. Thanks to PP Sound Lights Productions, the 
Akon India Tour did not just entertain audiences — it elevated the bench-
mark for live concert production in India.

RELIABILITY MEETS ARTISTRY: MAHESH SOUND’S JOURNEY WITH YAMAHA RIVAGE PM3
Mahesh Sound, one of 

Ahmedabad’s most respected 
names in professional audio, 
has strengthened its touring 
setup with the addition of the 
Yamaha Rivage PM3 Digital 
Mixing System. Known for 
delivering high-quality sound 
at large-scale events, the team 
wanted a system that offered 
exceptional audio performance, 
reliability, and ease of opera-

Rupert Neve Designs and Bri-
casti. Signal flow between the 
stage and console is managed 
through Dante networking, 
ensuring seamless connectivity 
and minimal latency through-
out the setup. Both the DSP-RX 
and Yamaha Rio3224-D2 units 
feature redundant power 
supplies, ensuring unmatched 
reliability for demanding tour-
ing environments.

With the Yamaha Rivage 
PM3, Mahesh Sound now de-
livers consistent, studio-grade 
sound across every venue, 
from corporate shows to large-
scale music festivals. The sys-
tem’s compact form factor and 
seamless Dante connectivity 
have streamlined setup time, 
reduced transport complexity, 
and improved overall work-
flow efficiency. Yamaha has 
empowered Mahesh Sound to 
achieve the perfect balance of 
performance, portability, and 
reliability, a true trifecta for 
today’s touring professionals.

tion, all within a compact footprint.
As Mahesh Sound continued to 

manage large-scale concerts and 
touring events across Gujarat, the 
team needed a mixing solution 
that could combine top-tier sound 
quality with efficiency and portabil-
ity. Their existing setup required ex-
tensive space and time for logistics, 
making it less practical for frequent 
touring. They were in search of a 
system that delivered flagship-level 

performance, reliability, and flexi-
bility — but in a compact format 
that could adapt quickly to dynamic 
event environments.

After careful evaluation, Yamaha’s 
Rivage PM3 emerged as the perfect 
choice. “We invested in the Rivage 
PM Series because of its high-qual-
ity sound, advanced effects, and 
reliability,” said Mahesh, owner and 
Mixing Engineer at Mahesh Sound. 
“The compact footprint of the PM3 
was ideal for our events, giving us 
the same power and flexibility we’ve 
experienced with higher Rivage 
models like the PM10 and PM5, but 
in a more accessible form factor. It 
delivers the same headroom, clarity, 
and performance that Yamaha is 
known for.”

The configuration includes 1x 
Yamaha CS-R3 control surface, 1x 
DSP-RX mix engine, 1x HY144D-
SRC audio interface card, and 2x 
Rio3224-D2 I/O racks. At the core 
of the system, the Yamaha DSP-RX 
engine powers 144 inputs, 72 mix 
outputs, and 36 matrix buses, sup-
ported by premium plug-ins from 

Mahesh Sound engineers in action with the Yamaha Rivage PM3 — deliv-
ering flagship audio performance in a compact, touring-friendly setup
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Address: PP Sound Lights Productions Pvt Ltd, C-204, 2nd Floor, 
Pramukh Plaza, Cardinal Gracious Road, Chakala, Andheri (E), Mumbai - 
400 099 Warehouse : D.C Silk Mills, Pvt. Ltd. Chunavala Estata, Kondvita 
Road, Andheri East, Mumbai 400059. 
Contact Details: +91 8879984118, 7045924117
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