
India’s renowned software expertise 
will play an even more critical role as AV 
moves more into software. The Indians 
are also very quick to learn and adapt. 
So I sincerely believe that the Indian 
AV industry has strengths that it can 
continue to build on and grow.

With a close understanding of markets 
across Asia and the world, it would be 
wonderful if you could give us an idea 
of how the China disruption (in terms 
of production sourcing by large com-
panies across the world) has impacted 
the pro audio, AV, lighting industry 
in different regions. (Like kindly treat 
each segment pro audio, AV, lighting 
separately in your answer)?

Many international audio manufac-
turers took advantage of China’s lower 
cost to manufacture their products. This 
did lead to some transfer of knowledge, 
and the Chinese started to produce 
their own brands. What drove the 
growth of the Chinese brands was the 
lower cost of the audio equipment, 
which was especially attractive to cost-
sensitive countries like some in South-
east Asia. Some international brands are 
still manufacturing in China as it is, for 
now, cost-effective for them. But things 
might change as salaries in China goes 
up and trade tensions impact manufac-
turing. 

With lighting, the Chinese were swift 

in copying the technology and launch-
ing their brands. I think the duplicate 
solutions most hurt the international 
lighting manufacturers. You may recall 
at the international shows, including 
those in China, brands were going 
around identifying IP infringements by 
Chinese manufacturers. 

However, in the past few years, there 
is certainly been a change in trend. 
There are now China brands across au-
dio, lighting and AV who have certainly 
come on their own and are manufactur-
ing solutions with their technology and 
expertise. 

On the AV side, especially with LED, 
nobody can dispute that China is the 
leader. Many LED manufacturers buy 
their components from China.

Your thoughts on road to full recovery 
(post covid) for the industry?

It would be country dependent. If a 
high percentage of the population gets 
vaccinated, there is a strong possibility 
of returning to near normal. I believe 
eradicating the virus is not going to 
be possible but learning to live with it 
and mitigate it as much as possible is 
the way forward. In some countries in 
the West, we can already see where full 
concerts are possible with the caveat 
that attendees must be vaccinated. 

We can also see how offices are pre-
paring for hybrid work situations, where 

AV technology would play a critical role. 

You have contributed a lot to the 
growth and development of pro audio 
and audiovisual. We want you to tell 
us of how your work and media 
contributed?

Thank you. I certainly hope I 
have contributed positively. Our 
magazines play an interconnect-
ing role for brands, distributors, 
industry professionals and end-
users. I hope that our coverage 
has helped the industry in under-
standing technologies, trends 
and opportunities. I certainly 
have, over the years, introduced 
companies to each other, which 
has resulted in blossoming business 
relationships.

But I am more proud of how we have 
enabled the industry and end-users to 
upgrade their knowledge. We were the 
first to bring in the famed SynAudCon 
training to Southeast Asia. I had so 
many participants thanking us as they 
could learn and train from a renowned 
industry expert without needing to 
travel to the USA. We brought in Dante 
training and SDVoE training to South-
east Asia. We brought a house of wor-
ship AV trainer to the Philippines, which 
went exceedingly well. We helped 
promote and organised CTS training in 
the Philippines and India.

What is a highlight event in your life 
that defines fulfilment of what you 
achieved?

The highlight to me is connecting 
and building relationships with so many 
great individuals from so many coun-
tries and knowing that our magazines 
and events are playing a part in the 
industries that we are serving. 

I 
would like to 

bring some of the per-
manent projection map-

pings in India is outstanding. 
India’s renowned software 
expertise will play an even 

more critical role as AV moves 
more into software. The Indians 
are also very quick to learn and 

adapt. So I sincerely believe 
that the Indian AV industry 

has strengths that it can 
continue to build on 

and grow.
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